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WEST COAST WANDERINGS

By: Don Gilchrest

What a background for the nation’s oldest sprint car association to open their 40th season.

The California Racing Association hits the road for Imperial for their traditional opening weekend at the
California Mid-Winter Fair. It will be the 29th year at the fair for the Southern California sprint cars, oldest sprint
car race at a State Fair in the country.

Running on the 3/8 mile dirt oval, in front of a huge grandstand at the Imperial County Fairgrounds, with the
- busy Fair and carnival as a backdrop, the two race Sat. and Sun. March 2nd and 3rd events will be CRA’s only day
time races of the season.

For many of the fans in the Southeast area of California embracing the cities of El Centro, Imperial and

Brawley, located on the Mexico and Arizona borders, it is their Indy 500, the one racing event of the year to see
open wheel sprinters.

T_he history of racing at the Imperial County Fairgrounds is second to none in the country for tracks still running
sprint cars. The tragk started out as a mile dirt oval in the early 1930’s in AAA’s Pacific Southwest Circuit which

included Ascot and San Jose's banked 5/8 mile ovals, the Banning half mile and miles at Phoenix, Fresno,
Bakerfield and Oakland.

A few stand out drivers of that era that ran well on the Fairgrounds at Imperial were Ernie Triplett, Al Gordon

2% and Rex Mays. Tragically, Triplett died in a fatal crash on Imperial’s mile in 1934, ending the career of one of auto
racing’s first big stars.

From the mile dirt with the Indy drivers, the track became a half-mile oval with spring cars or Big Cars as they
were known in the early days, taking over. Last ye=r the half mile was sho-tened to a 3/8 mile dirt oval.

This year will mark the 63rd and 64th races that started back on March 3, and 4, 1956 with Billy Garretin the
C&T Automotive Ardun and Jack Gardner in his own Mercury the first two winners. Since then, victory circle has
looked like a who's who in sprint car racing. Feature winners included Art Bisch, Colby Scroggin, Billy Cantrell,
Buzz Rose, Jim Hurtubise, Parnelli Jones, Jim McElreath, Gordon Woolley, Bob Hogle, Dick Fries, Don Thomas,
Jimmy Oskie, Jerry McClung, Don Hawley, Paul Jones, Gary Ponzini, Don Hamilton, Frank McDaniel, Buddy
Taylor, Dean Thompson, Bobby Olivero, Clark Templeman Jr., Ron Shuman, Buster Venard, Mike Sweeney,
Lealand McSpadden, Jay East, Wayne Bennet, Al Unser Jr., Bubby Jones and Chuck Gurney..

Hogle is "King of the Roost” with five feature wins followed by Scroggins, Cantrell, Hurtubise, Woolley,
Templeman and Gurney with three victories. Leading the car owners in wins is Alex Morales with nine features
and Bruce Bromme with four. _

Winning engines on the tough dirt oval look like this. Chevys or variations 43, Offys 14, Arduns and Mercurys

two and Dodge one. When was the last time a non-Chevy won? It was on March 4, 1972 when Don Hamilton
brought home the Morales “Tamale Wagon” with an Offy.

Drivers who swept both ends of the two day affairs are Chuck Gurney, Jim Hurtubise, Gordon Woolley, Clark .
Templeman, Ron Shuman and Bob Hogle.

Last year’s 20 lap feature winners were Mike Sweeney and Eddie Wirth with Wirth being crowned “King of the
Fair” with the most points in the two complete shows.

Brand new 3/8 mile track records are: One lap 18.019 by Dean Thompson in the Bromme Donovan. Three laps
Billy Boat inthe Chumbley Chevy 56.691, six laps Jim Eiland in the Woodland Chevy 2:02.26, ten laps 3:07.33 by
Chuck Gurney inthe Gibson Chevy and twelve lap mark of 3:43.83 by Gary Howard in the Kasparoff Donovan. All
these marks set last year in CRA's first time out on the 3/8’s. Look for an assault on the new records this year.

Whether you fly, drive, walk or whatever don’ tmlss thisevent. It's a throwback to the old IMCA mid-west State
Fair circuit of years past.

1 will be doing the announcing so drop by and say hello and let’s enjoy some top racing.
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DEAN-FHOMPSON, CARSON /- dosBruice Bromme (Sander Eng. & Streaker Wheels)

MIKE SWEENEY, N
Benw flps e

JEFF HEYWOOD, HUNTINGTON BEACH
DAN LEWIS, TEMPLE OTY

BOB MEL, TEMPLE QTY

WALT KENNEDY, UPLAND

ANDY MOHRE, SAN DIEGO

DAN SCHUCK, GARDEN .GROVE

RIC PARONELLY, SIERR MADRA

DAVE SWINDELL, SEPULVEDA

TONY SIMON, ALTA LOMA

MIKE SPENCER, DOWNEY

. TOMMEY VARDEMAN, GARDEN GROVE

RANDY CASE, SAN DIEGO
EBROD, ORANGE FE LTS
BOB NELSON, GLENDORA
CHARLES ZABINSKI, HARBOR CTY
JERRY MEYER, BREA

MART ATCHISONM, ANAHEIM

. DTBVE dowartr

MIKE LANG, HUTINGTON BEACH

9. KIRK ALEXANDER, NORCO

- GREG JONES, MISSION HILLS

- RIP WILLIAMS, GARDEN GROVE
- RANDY HOLBERT, VAN NUYS

JOHN BEAVERT, LONG BEACH
DAVID BOWLES, SUN VALLEY

KIRK STURGEON, HAWTHORNE

94, MIKE DYOTT, LONG BEACH

BILL LEWIS, HUNTINGTON BEACH
TOMMY WHITE, ANAHEIM

LEE LEONARD, HAWTHORNE
EColesd

GARU MCKEON, TORRANCE
JIM EDWARDS, PHOENIX, AZ.

2. BEBGIBSEN, RIALTO /A c =7 ¢
- BILL HENDERSON, BELLFLOWER

. MIKE KIERCE, BURBANK

. JOHN REDICAN, SEPULVEDA

Joe Kasparoff (Super K)

Jack Gardner (Curb Records)

Alex Morales (Aex's Xint Foods)

Bill Pratt (imperial Valley Frelghtliner Trucks)

Bod Mell

Walt Kennedy (Sth St. Body Shop)

Andy Mohre Sr. OAJ. Mohre Construction)

Dan Schuck

Rick Paroneli

Dave & Vicki Swindell (Brent Koni)

Tom Lee (Lee’s Power Steering)

Bob & June Lewis

Mike Spencer (Spenco & Taylor Eng.)

Cy & Mary Lou Gray (Baker Precision Bearings)

Randy Case & Red Brungardt

Gary Gremo (Engine by Paul Ferreira)

Bob Nelson

Charles Zabinski (CZ Racing/LP. Inc.)

Art Meyer (L&M Alr Conditioning, La Habra - Nefson Dunn Aeroguip, Montibelio)
Larry Woodward (Fad Hat-Woodward Properties)

Larry Noggle

Howard tane

Mike Land (Coast Transmission Costa Mesa)

Kirk Alexander

Greg Jones - GT. Equipment - K&B Engineer Radng Engines

Bob Vermeer (Jazmin food Corp-Haclenda Mexican Food Products-Uitra Sauna)
Tom & Mary Road (Marri's Pizza-Boulevard Campets)

Brown & Willlams (W.LS. Coatings-Mar-Lin Performances)

David Bowles (Joseph Lioyd Jeweler sue Burkman Training Stables)
Jerry & Vivian Crowell (West Valiey Balancing - Valley Fuel Suppiy)
Steve Sturgeon (Epic Plating - Bob Meil)

Mike Dyott

Frank Lewis (DSD Direct Store Computer Systems, Hunt. Bch)

Joe Bintner (Edmunds Autoresearch)

Lee Leonard (Buick Spedal Parts Div-Epic Plating-Edeobrock)

JR Ruth .

Mckeon & Hitcheock (Suncrest Motorhomes)

Corky Chimbley (Metro Plumbing)

Bob Glbson (Jack Rich Components - Lew Morgan Munchie, ind.)

John Tapocick (Global West Inc. General Bidg. Cont Riverside-Custom Paint, Southgate)
Mike Kierce

Kathy Simpson (Astromat Personalized Fioor Mats-Werner Rach Exxon-Black Bart: Auto
Security Systems)
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BILLEWE, HUNTINGTON BEACH
LEROY SHAVER, ANAHEM

JIM GIARDENA, RIVERSIDE

RICK FAIRLEIGH, TORRANCE
REGAN GREENE, MAMMOTH

ALAN WEXLER, WOODLAND HILLS
MEL DONEGAN, SANTA ANA

BILL RLOYD, VENTURA

BILL VON HELMONT, LOS ANGELES
BILL VON HELMONT, LOS ANGELES

DON MILLER, LAKEWOOD
TERRY MARSHALL, LA HABRA

GLEN NISBIT, SANTA ANA
VERN BERRY, ANAHEIM

BOB EAST, LAWNDALE

STEVE OSTLING, CERRITOS

DAN CURRY, TORRANCE

EDDIE WIRTH, HERMOSA BEACH
ROGER NEWEL, TORRANCE

TERRY SHOEMAKER, REDONDO BEACH

JIM HURLEY, HUNTINGTON BEACH
et EenNsEpy

DUANE FEDUSKA, CERRITOS
BRETT ROA, LONG BEACH
CHUCK BECKER JR, REDLANDS
GARY W. HOWARD, UPLAND
BOB MEU, TEMPLE CITY

DONNIE HENDERSON, FOUNTAIN VALLEY Glenn Swinney (Swinney Bectric-Clay Simth Engineering-Zenith Scre Products-
é:3 LeDLCE | [Hawani

BUBBY JONES, GLEN AVON
TERRY SINGLETON, ANAHEIM
BRAD MARVEL, INDIANPOLIS, IN.
R &ty fesans
JOHN RYALS,

RiCH KOUNS, LYNWOOD

BOBBY MICHNOWICS, CARSON
STUART CUMMINGS, SAN DIEGO

Frank Lewis (DSD Direct Store Comuter Systems, Huntington Beach)

Lery Shaver (Stephens Instalers)
Jim Glardena

Dick Fairleigh (The Carpet Coop, Simi Valley - Uimita Radiator)
Regan Greene (A-Auto Parts, La Miranda)
Rich Rockert (Jan's Health Food Bar, Huntington Beach)

Neil Donegan
Bob rounthwaite

Bill Von Helmoit (American Mirror Com.)
Dan Pivovaroff (Bob Perry Racing Eng. - Hofco Auto Alarms)

Don Milier

Bill Weinkauf (Speed-0-Motive)
Larry Howard

Gen Nesbit (Phase 3 Paramount)
vern Berry

John Elias

Steve Ostiing

Dan Curry (DC Products Sprinter)

Wirth-Davis Racing, nc. (Sander Engineering)

Roger Newell urkunas & Garda Venture Rading - Auto Medic Supply-Donovan-Tayior)

Concrete Pumping, Manhatten Beach
Lary Bright (Standard Bectric-Howard Cams-Team C Hf Perform)

(Bob Graybehl Construction)
Jim Hurley
Jack Kindell (JFK Co.)

A&A Foreign Auto Parts & Frontler Cranes (Orange Line Oll-Orange County Erectors)

Brett Roa (CH. Topping Brake Supply-Streaker Wheels) (Atias Engine Rebuiiding)
Sandee Becker (CTC Underground, Inc)

Jones & Sons

Cyde & Greg Havens (Nance Speed Equip. Garete Engines-Havens Locksmith Services)

Bar Gio Welding)

Kathy Lewis (DSD Direct Store Computer Systems, Huntington Bch)

Terry Singleton

Jack Gardner (Curb Records)
Agajanian Enterprises, Inc.
Bill Bowersox

Rusty Skinner (JR lrpwtﬂes, Compton)
Bob Michnowics (Cheap Johns Auto Parts-The Over the Hill Gang-Deforme Chevrolet)

Stuard Cummings (J-Mac Chevy Motors, Ocean Beach, Denning Trucking, National Gty -

SA. Cummings Hectrical Contracting)

@NOFFSINGR HUNTINGT% BEACH Joe Kasparoff (Super K)

JiM LAUR! IV, BUENA P
DUANE FEDUSKA, CERRITOS
SCOTT PERRY, HERMOSA BEACH

Bill & Connie Hick (AAA Auto Detalil - Ralph Tracy Englnes)

Duane Feduska

Bob Perry (BMI Safety Restraints-Earl’s Supply-Hofco Auto Alarms)
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QUALIFYING TIME TRIALS—

the car’s placing for racing events.

N

One lap by each competitor, then one more timed lap by each compestitor. Faster lap of the two will determine

TROPHY DASH— 3 Laps - 4 Starters -

Cars qualifying 1, 2, 3 and 4th fastest starting in inverted order.
CAR NO VER CAR NO. DRIVER

I J/mw T Epois Wty

@Z&{mﬁlé&ww\/ S~ UMWAL?‘(

T Hay L Z

WINNER v 7/A/,, S, Dha ove Time: Min. /\f( Sec.
e

FIRST HEAT RACE— 10 Laps - 8 Starters

Cars qualifying 1,5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25, 29 starting in inverted order. Top 4 finishers go to Main Event.

CAR NO. DRIVER CAR NO. ) DRIVER
9 %d@l-?l/ SorEs tawu 25 G

3¢ _Rean Nofsneen g8 v Uey
28 Kaury foiseer /A L tcianp Cueseml
5 M Sveenpy 4 Jouw Wryre

winner_ 57, 85,28, I & 46,35, G/ vimg min_ 271 00 175

SECOND HEAT RACE— 10 Laps - 8 Starters

Cars qualifying 2, 6, 10, 14, 18, 22, 26, 30 starting in inverted order. .Top 4 finishers go to Main Event.

CAR NO. RIVER CAR' NO RIVER
ZCKV /éé@,g éz&w Aj}v—zm

5? Lovin) Mgl - Z’>/ Prusy Fers

Ut bowweoy 27 L LWomns

A, (etano M‘—Sﬂﬁwen/ (Bl Ty SAmL

WINNER__ 2: 927,37, 25,8 12/ 454

Time: Min. Sec.

N 72 (7 BAar e mer
THIRD HEAT RACE-— 10 Laps - 8 Starters

Cars qualifying 3, 7, 11, 15, 19, 23, 27, 31 starting in inverted order. Top 4 finishers go to Main Event.

CAR NO PB.IVER CAR NO. D IVE.R
L7 ) Aswe femores 24 %W

45 Lier Gueceond 54 Il Epurnne?

D S laosey pf /24 5 Uzm«wwwz

Rp Lopry oo 77 Eovie clvern

Ve > 75 (7 Lo LT Co—

KWIN 62:71/‘5/# 2,5 Time: Min.%_SGC.—




| FOURTH HEAT RACE— 10 Laps.- 8 Starters

Cars qualifying 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 28, 32 starting in inverted order. Top 4 flnlshers go to Main Event.

CAR NO. RIVER CAR NO. DRIVER
8 1 e 27, Zm

20 Mzt Laigtssens =
(B mJe—u;z 77y

Sz Jexey Favew D) s St

WINNER. - g?/\/ 2. 7/ (2,52 ,90 20,224 qine min AN Sec.

2I4 7% (7 205 rzc? i —
CONSOLATION RACE—6 Laps

Cars qualifying 33rd and slower starting straight up according to qualifying time. '
CAR NO - DRIVER

CAR NO. DRIVER .
Z/Zz Mﬁe& >, Jsrzw e,

%{ Czwa(. /59&62 )  CLeuil Kyszos

T B Epeptisc 74 #avoy (Aze

WINNER_E5, 23, 28,79, 59 24 Time: Min. Z‘,.&/ %ec.

SEMI- MA'N EVENT— 12 Laps - 16 Starters

Lme—up cons:sts of cars finishing 5, 6, 7 and 8 in the 4 Heat Races, plus the top 4 finishers in the Consolation

Race. Stralght up start with the fastest cars (based on time trials) starting in front of the slower cars.
CAR NO DRIVER

CAR NO DRIVER
. /(/ Spucs

52 e er22y £qevets
Aor @u@npg 1LZA ot

%Jfgus . 00 (aueq

[y

WINNER 5% 54, 25 8(4@ 121,233, ‘ml%n(%n%@ Zza ,gzgec
20 .4.1& Lrsnl 35 &

A —2 (9P

o VB



FEATURE EVE“T WS 30 Laps - 30 Starters

Lme-up consists of cgrs finishing 1st, 2nd 3rd and 4thinthe 4 Heat Races, plus fhe top4d |
finishers in the Semi-Main Event. The start will be straight up (based on time trials)
except for the fastest 8 qualifiers, who will start inverted.

Glase 74 L4
(7 e rite Fromr Sreaenr (21

CAR NO. DRIVER CAR NO. DRIVER

57 Tewey fawar @ Gy Lmieo
27 - Kelwimis ] ﬁaww Gyt

T J/MML/ Sus '77 Eppie teny
QXA Ll nns M ppopen) 5 e éue?ewetf
39 g leseer 88 fag sy

L2 Lo Wewew SR
Zia I Eowpens £ Jorz ﬂef-ﬁxﬂ:}p
29)  Puro NGEEaimbpgt, 4% Fire Sveeepn
7 Freao Mbare By Sk Oine.
7wy Hoeo &7 Luave Fevora

i |n.

WINNER 7//\/ 77 ?54 2, S 251,95 I %n'ﬁe,%ﬂg <Y, 7, S:D:/ ,L3%2



ALL PRIOR C.R.A. MAIN EVENT WINNERS
AT IMPERIAL COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Date .- Driver i s Winning Car Engine

3 3 56 BILLY GARRETT C&T AUTOMOTIVE Ardun

3-4-56 JACK GARDNER = JACK GARDNER Mercury
5-13-56 ART'BISCH - ; C&T AUTOMOTIVE - Ardun
3-9-57 NICK VALENTA LEE KNOX Dodge
3-10-57 ~ COLBY SGROGGIN AN SUNSET AWTO SUPPLY Mercury
11-10-57 BILLY CANTRELL - HENRY & JAMES WAYNE Chevy
33-Gaw - JIM. HURTUBISE i “BILL LEACH ; Chevy
3-9-58 i JIM HURTUBISE ‘ BILL LEACH ) Chevy
3-9-58 JIM'HURTUBISE BILL LEACH Chevy
3-7-59 JIM HURTUBISE BILL LEACH Chevy
3-8-59 PARNELLI JONES FIKE PLUMBING Chevy
3-5-60 A.J. SHEPERD DIZ WILSON Offy
3-6-60 PARNELLI JONES WILLI CHILDERS Offy
3-11-61 COLBY SCROGGIN DON BLAIR Offy.
3-12-61 JIM McELREATH HAND HANESTEAD Chevy _
11-26-61 BILLY CANTRELL . MORALES BROS. . Offy-
3-10-62 BILLY CANTRELL MORALES BROS. " Offy
3-11-62 BUZZ ROSE - POP MILLER Chevy.
4-29-62 COLBY SCROGGIN S KENNY WORTH Chevy '
'3-9-63 . GORDON WOOLLEY - JACK COLVIN Chevy
3-10-63 GORDON WOOLLEY v JACK COLVIN Chevy =
3-7-64 . BOB HOGLE e MORALES BROS. Offy .
3-8-64 " BOB HOGLE W2 MORALES BROS. Offy: ',
3-6-65 DICK FRIES. TIPTON & WRIGHT Chevy'
3-7-65 . GORDON WOOLLEY POP MILLER : Chevy
2-26-66 BOB HOGLE MORALES BROS. L im .
2-27-66 BOB HOGLE - MORALES BROS. s “oitty g3
2-25-67 DALE REED PIUS SELENKE QM , hevy
2-26-67 DON THOMAS DON THOMAS Vs Chevy
2-24-68 BOB HOGLE  MORALES BROS. 4 Offy
2-25-68 PAUL JONES 'BRUCE BROMME Offy
2-22-69 JIMMY OSKIE J-RAM RACING - Chevy
2-23-69 JERRY McCLUNG POP MILLER Chevy
2-28-70 DON HAWLEY BRUCE BROMME Offy
3-8-70 GARY PONZINI FRED & GARY PONZINI Chevy
2-27-71 PAUL JONES BRUCE BROMME Offy
2-28-71 . | JAY EAST: : e RUTH KASENBURG Chevy
3-4-72 ~ DON HAMILTON _. MORALES BROS. Offy
3.6.72 FRANK MgDANIEL I JENKINS & ZANFRES : Chevy
3-3-73 BOB MOORE = = PETE BOSHENS Chevy
3-4-73 DARRELL DOCKERY Oy EDDIE McNEELEY Chevy
3-2-74 BOB MOORE ' > PTETE BOSHENS : Chevy
3-3-74 CLARK TEMPLEMAN . . «- JACK KINDOLL . . . Chevy
3-1-75 DENNIS'MATOUSEK ™ - - MATOUSEK & WRIGHT « Chevy
3.2.75 BUDDY TAYLOR ~ s C&R RACING Chevy
2-28-76 DEAN THOMPSON e BRUCE BROMME \ Chevy
2-28-76 DEAN THOMPSON BRUCE BROMME . _ Chevy ..
2-29-76 BOBBY OLIVERO MORALES BROS. o, Chevy _
3-5-77 CLARK TEMPLEMAN GREG CUNNINGHAM Chevy
3.6.77 CLEARK TEMPLEMAN GREG CUNNINGHAM Chevy ..
3.4.78 RON'SHUMAN : McNEELY-LANDRY-BERNSTEIN Chevy
3-5.78 RON SHUMAN ~ soa McNEELY-LANDRY-BERNSTEIN Chevy
3-3.79 BUSTER VENARD * "~ ™~ BUSTER VENARD Chevy
3-4-79 MIKE SWEENEY MAX SWEENEY Chevy
3-10-79 LEALAND McSPADDEN BAILEY BROS. _ Chewy
3-11-79 WAYNE BENNET BOB GIBSON Chevy
2-28-81 AL UNSER JR. : GARY STANTON Chevy
3-7-81 TOM ROA JR. TOM & MARY ROA Chevy
2-27-82 CHUCK GURNEY B\ LOVELL BROS. Chevy
2-28-82 CHUCK GURNEY LOVELL BROS. Chevy
3.5.83 - BUBBY JONES X GAS CHEM. PRODUCTS Chevy
3-6-83 CHUCK GURNEY . ‘ QUENTIN BAMMER Chevy
2.2-84 . MIKE SWEENEY ™ JOE KASPAROFF Chevy
2-26-84 EDDIE WIRTH KITTELL-WIRTH : Chevy




